
COMREPORT (ODB-Ocella One Click Agenda/Officer report)

BRECKLAND COUNCIL - PLANNING COMMITTEE – 10th February 2020

RECOMMENDATION: Confirm Order

REF NO:  TPO 2019 No.09 CASE OFFICER Hugh Coggles

LOCATION: The Shooting Box
Bylaugh Park
Bylaugh
Dereham
Norfolk

APPLICANT:
Nicola Aylin

PROPOSAL: Allow TPO to Lapse

APPNTYPE: N/A
POLICY:
ALLOCATION: N
CONSAREA: Y
LB GRADE: N
TPO: Y

1. REASON FOR COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION

1.1 Formal Objection to serving of TPO 2019 no.9

2. KEY ISSUES

2.1 The TPO places an administrative burden on woodland that is under no threat.

2.2 Majority of the trees within the woodland do not warrant protection.

2.3 None of the woodland is accessible to or visible to the public.

3. SITE AND LOCATION

3.1 The Shooting Box, Bylaugh Park, Bylaugh, Dereham Norfolk.

4. EIA REQUIRED

4.1 No

5. RELEVANT SITE HISTORY

5.1 13th September 2019 The Shooting Box is sold to current owners (source land registry)

5.2 19th September 2019 the council tree officer, Hugh Coggles received the following email forwarded from a 
local arboricultural association approved contractor

 
“We have a very large 200yr old oak tree which is very large and straight.  We need it co come down 
because of a building close by underneath and because it blocks too much light.
I am just south of Bawdeswell at Bylaugh Park if you would like to have a look.  The grid ref of the tree is   
52°44'18.6"N 1°01'07.8"E
I am looking for someone who would be willing to take the tree down in return for the wood.
If you would like to come and have a look let me know”

Nicola Aylin
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5.3 9th October 2019 TPO served on the Oak (T1) and woodland (W1).

6. POLICYCONSIDERATIONS

6.1 The following policies of the adopted Breckland Local Plan have been taken into consideration in the 
determination of this application. The provisions of the National Planning Policy Framework and National 
Planning Policy Guidance have also been taken into account, where appropriate.

ENV 06 Trees, Hedgerows and Development
  NPPF Section 15

7. CONSULTATIONS

Parish Council - No comments received 

Ward Representative - No comments received

8. REPRESENTATIONS

8.1 4th November 2019 Objection to the serving of the TPO received from the owner (Nicola Aylin)

9. ASSESSMENT

9.1 20th September 2019, a site visit undertaken by Tree Officer to assess the Oak (T1) and Woodland (W1). 
The assessment was undertaken from outside the site boundary.

9.2 Also, a Tree Evaluation Method for Preservation Order (TEMPO) assessment undertaken by the Tree 
Officer. The Oak tree achieved a score of 22 and the woodland 16 which means that both definitely merit 
a TPO.  

9.7 Key points raised by Nicola Aylin in her objection (shown in BOLD)

 The TPO places an administrative burden on woodland that is under no threat

Comment: It is recognised that there will be a requirement to apply before undertaking work 
within the woodland, however consent to undertake work is valid for two years, and Breckland 
Council will approve work that is considered to be appropriate and in accordance with good 
practice. A woodland management plan can be approved rather than having to apply for work to 
individual trees and therefore it should only be necessary to submit an application every two 
years.

 Majority of the trees within the woodland do not warrant protection.

Comment: There are clearly trees within the woodland that would not warrant the protection of a 
TPO as individuals, the purpose of a woodland TPO to conserve the woodland as a whole taking 
into account the collective value of the trees within that woodland, not as individuals.

 None of the woodland is accessible to or visible to the public.

Comment:  There is no guidance or any requirement in legislation which requires there to be 
public assess.  It is accepted that there has to be a degree of amenity value, however, amenity is 
not defined in law, so authorities need to exercise judgement.  Guidance for local authorities is 
that the trees, or at least part of them, should normally be visible from a public place such as a 
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road or footpath and that orders should be used to protect selected trees and woodlands if their 
removal would have a significant negative impact on the local environment and its enjoyment by 
the public.  Both the woodland and the individual tree are visible from the B1147 Dereham Road.

10.       CONCLUSION

10.1 The Local Planning Authority would like to make it clear that the Tree Preservation Order is intended to 
maintain the amenity afforded to the public by trees and recognises that reasonable pruning, and 
sometimes felling, with consent is often necessary to achieve long term sustainability of trees. The TPO 
should therefore be seen as a requirement for consultation rather than a blanket prohibition.

10.2 The order does not prevent the owners from using a contractor of their choice. It does enable the 
Council to have some control over the work which is undertaken and the powers to condition that work is 
completed to a high standard and in accordance with current best practice.  

11.       RECOMMENDATION

11.1 Confirm the order it the current form with no alterations.
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